
A P R I L  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  1 1

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Word from Our Pastor - 1-3

Pastor Mark - 4, 5

One Spirit - 6

Women's Ministry - 7

It’s Okay to Cry - 8, 9

Collide Middle School - 10

Upcoming Events - 11-15

    - Palm Sunday

    - Easter Drive-In

    - Bridge from Sunday

    - rightnow MEDIA 

    - Fresh Mobile  Pantry

    - Live Streaming

 
Monthly E-Newsletter

A Word from Our Pastor
The days we are in right now could be described in so many ways. Some of
the things we are seeing are unprecedented. Every day we are met with
more changes. Most days we wake up to another day of more bad news.
Many are growing in fear, uncertainty, and anxiety. We could go on and
on. And in the midst of all this, so many have an opinion about what God is
saying and doing. Some of those things are more personal opinion. But
there are some things we can confidently say that God is saying and doing
during these times because they line up with Scripture.  
 
For instance, we know that through this God is creating a hunger for hope
and He is inviting people to turn to Him. God is a very inviting God. He
invites those who have no relationship with Him to turn to Him and be
saved. He invites those who do have a relationship with Him to turn to
Him and pray. He invites those who are overwhelmed with burdens to
turn to Him for strength and He invites those who are empty and
searching to turn to Him for satisfaction.

BY KEVIN SMITH
Lead Pastor

“Come, all you who
are thirsty, come to
the waters..." 
Isaiah 55:1

https://realimpact.com/about-us
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A Word from Our Pastor

Throughout Scripture God

says come and I will protect

and deliver you, take away

your sins and wash you

whiter than snow. He invites

the thirsty to come and

drink, the hungry to come

and eat, the weary to come

and rest, the blind to come

and receive sight, the deaf to

come   and   receive   hearing.

 

 

"...we know that

through this

God is creating

a hunger for

hope and He is

inviting people

to turn to Him."

He invites the lame to come and receive restoration,

the sick to come and receive healing. He invites the

sinner to come and be cleansed and the lost and

wayward to come and find direction and purpose in

life by inviting us to follow him. On and on we could

go. Again, God is a very inviting God.

1 “Come,

all you who are thirsty,

    come to the waters;

and you who have no money,

    come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

    without money and without cost.

2 Why spend money on what is not bread,

    and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,

    and you will delight in the richest of fare.

3 Give ear and come to me;

    listen, that you may live. Seek the Lord while he may be found;

    call on him while he is near.

Isaiah 55 records one of the most moving invitations

that God gives in Scripture. Take in the first three

verses as God issues an invitation of hope.



(Cont.)

A Word from Our Pastor

Who is it that God is inviting through this invitation? The answer is the unsatisfied,

the broke, and the self sufficient ones in verse 2 who keep buying up the things of

this world in an effort to find fulfillment. Do any of those things describe you? Are

you unsatisfied with life and the way things are going? Are you broke? You may be

broke financially, emotionally, physically or spiritually. If so, God is inviting you to

Himself. Maybe you are still the self sufficient one who hasn’t given up on what you

can get out of life for yourself and you have yet to turn to God. He still invites you

to Himself.

 

Notice what God promises to give to those who will accept His invitation to turn to

Him. He promises water. When you are most thirsty and most desperate, most

dehydrated, it’s water that you want, and  nothing  else. God invites you  to receive

 

 

"God invites

you to receive

refreshment,

restoration,

reviving,

a new

beginning."

refreshment, restoration, reviving, a new beginning. Maybe these days have sucked it out of you spiritually

and your tank is empty? God is offering you an invitation to be filled anew.

 

God also promises to give you milk. Milk is for nourishment. When you want a little baby to grow day after

day, you give him milk again and again. God is not just for emergencies and mountain peaks. He is for health

in the long haul. He invites you not only to come alive with water, but also to be stable and strong with milk.

The longer this goes on the more draining it is. In these days we need strength and stability. God is offering

you an invitation for those very things. 

 

God also promises wine. Wine is symbolic for exhilaration. There is something inside us all that wants joy

and excitement in life. God is even the answer to finding those things. The current circumstances can suck

the joy right out of our lives. But God’s work in us internally provides a joy that this world cannot take away

unless we allow it to happen. 

 

Three times in these verses God pleads for us to listen and hear His invitation. He is saying, “I am the water,

the milk and the wine.” He is promising to be everything we need in life. He is available to all who will turn

to Him. In doing so, you will find hope. Listen! He is speaking and inviting YOU to come to Him.

 

My prayer is that you will turn to the Lord for every daily need you have through these times. He wants to

be your Everything.



"I want my kids to

know that our God

still reigns, and He

still very much holds

the WHOLE world

in HIS hands, and

that when I don’t

have the answers I

trust in a God who

does."

Ministries Pastor
BY MARK SCHNEIDER

Have you ever discovered something incredibly profound while watching a kids movie? There I was,

comfortably seated on the couch, a bowl of popcorn in my lap, with a child in each arm, when I heard the

lyrics to a song that seems so appropriate for our lives in this increasingly crazy COVID 19 world. Perhaps

you’ve heard it too. In the Disney film, Frozen 2, Olaf, the lovable snowman, and one of our boys’ favorite

characters, sings:

This will all make sense
when I am older.

If you haven’t seen the movie, I’ll try to fill you in. While on a quest to solve a mystery in the kingdom of

Arendelle, the characters find themselves in an enchanted forest in which everything is new and different,

and danger seems to be lurking around every corner. While laughing at the comical lyrics, I couldn’t help but

find parallels between the story and the world we parents find ourselves living in today. There was a time

when I too believed, like Olaf, that someday I would have the answer to every one of life’s worries and

dilemmas, only to find that I’m often as puzzled and confused as I’ve ever been at these unprecedented times.

T h i s  w i l l  a l l  m a k e  s e n s e  w h e n  I  a m  o l d e r

S o m e d a y  I  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  m a k e s  s e n s e

O n e  d a y ,  w h e n  I ' m  o l d  a n d  w i s e

I ' l l  t h i n k  b a c k  a n d  r e a l i z e

T h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  a l l  c o m p l e t e l y  n o r m a l  e v e n t s

I ' l l  h a v e  a l l  t h e  a n s w e r s  w h e n  I ' m  o l d e r

L i k e  w h y  w e ' r e  i n  t h i s  d a r k  e n c h a n t e d  w o o d

I  k n o w  i n  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s

T h e s e  w i l l  s e e m  l i k e  c h i l d i s h  f e a r s

S o  I  k n o w  t h i s  i s n ' t  b a d ,  i t ' s  g o o d

Each day we are confronted with new realities of life during a worldwide

pandemic, and although we have been largely unaffected in this region of the

country, we see news reports of global turmoil and predictions that sound like

something out of a Hollywood horror film. I never thought I would witness

schools cancelled for months on end, or a time when we would be prohibited

from gathering together to worship with our church family. Yet, in spite of it all,

the last thing that I want to do is give my children the impression that mommy

and daddy have it all figured out, and that their faith can rest solely on my

shoulders. No, there is a much greater lesson I can teach my children in the midst

of this strange time. I want my kids to know that our God still reigns, and He still

very much holds the WHOLE world in HIS hands, and that when I don’t have the

answers I trust in a God who does.

As a dad, I’m learning that at times it’s ok to say “I don’t know” when my children’s questions about the future

are ones which I can’t honestly answer. But the great “teachable moment” that I hope my kids learn from this

event, is that we place our faith in the one true God who is unfazed by any of this. The same God who

delivered the Israelites from Egypt, shut the mouths of lions, and calms the raging seas, cares deeply about

their fears and concerns in this uncertain time. Maybe that’s something we all need to hear right now... even

if we’re older… and things don’t quite make sense.



Ministries Pastor
BY MARK SCHNEIDER

I’m reminded of the reassuring words in Psalm 147:

What a reassuring thought it is to know that the Lord who “determines

the numbers of the stars” and whose “understanding has no limit” is

sovereign over every moment in our lives. It’s not our job to make sense

of the story unfolding around us. Our job is to place our unwavering

trust in the God who does.

 

If you have any questions about how to talk with your children about

the fears and concerns of our current situation, I am always available,

and I’d love to chat. You can reach me any time at (816) 617-5275.

 

In Him,

1 How good it is to sing praises to our God,

    how pleasant and fitting to praise him!

2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem;

    he gathers the exiles of Israel.

3 He heals the brokenhearted

    and binds up their wounds.

4 He determines the number of the stars

    and calls them each by name.

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power;

    his understanding has no limit.

6 The Lord sustains the humble

    but casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the Lord with grateful praise;

    make music to our God on the harp.

(cont.)

"It’s not our job to

make sense of the

story unfolding

around us. Our

job is to place our

unwavering trust

in the God who

does."



  For

"...God

initiates the

gathering of

His people by

His Word

and His

Spirit. He

speaks the

order and

sends His

Spirit out to

round up the

saints."

The Holy Spirit
Repeatedly in Scripture God speaks of His desire to gather His people together from

every corner of the earth. One day there will be a glorious, final gathering. Until then God

has given the church the precious tradition of the weekly gathering that is, among many

things, a transcending glimpse of the day when all believers will worship together before

the throne of heaven.

 

In a country where our religious liberties are protected, we can easily slip into the

mindset that our coming together is our own idea. In our freedom to do so,  we tend to

think that we wake up on Sunday morning and decide by our own volition to drive

ourselves to church. But this is only partially true. In this time when our physical

gathering is limited, I am reminded that there has always been something much bigger at

work in our gathering than our own free will. 
                                                                                                         For it is his mouth that has given the order,

                                                                                                         and his Spirit will gather them together.

                                                                                                                                            Isaiah 34:16

According to this Scripture, God initiates the gathering of His people by His Word and His Spirit. He speaks the

order and sends His Spirit out to round up the saints. Normally we respond by coming together physically. So

does God retract His Spirit when we can’t come together physically? I hardly think so. A few miles between us is

no obstacle for the Spirit, which transcends time and space. That’s why Jesus said it was better for us that He go

and the Spirit come. There is absolutely no barrier that the Spirit of God cannot penetrate. 

 

As I have focused on this truth over the past weeks, I have begun to marvel at the incredible beauty of this design.

God has such a heart for us to be gathered together that He made a way for that to happen even when we are

miles apart. I am choosing to focus on this amazing truth as I am missing my church family. Let’s use this time of

social distancing to awaken to the work of God’s Spirit in His church.

Worship Leader
BY CARRIE MILLER

One
Spirit

                  there is one body and

one Spirit, just as you have been

called to one glorious hope for

the future.

There is one Lord, one faith, one

baptism, one God and Father of all,

who is over all, in all, and living

through all. Ephesians 4:4-6

It is something entirely new for

Lifepoint to be unable to gather

together for worship. We have

had 346 consecutive Sunday

gatherings, but that streak has

now come to an end in the

physical sense. In these unique

times I believe there is

something new we can  learn

about God and our worship of

Him. What might God want us to

focus on in these socially distant

times?

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-you-dont-feel-like-worshiping
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BY ANGIE GUTSHALL

I'm finding myself at a loss for words,

And the funny thing is it's OK.

The last thing I need is to be heard,

But to hear what You would say.

 

Word of God speak.

My word for 2020 is Rediscover. I’m focusing on that. I’m doing less, slower.   It’s right

for me. It’s right for me, especially now.  Maybe it’s right for you?

 

Be encouraged from 2 Chronicles 7:13-15 with me:

"Gals, let’s use
this time of
forced rest to
simply be still.  
Be quiet.  
Stop talking. 
Pray. 
Listen."

That’s it. That’s why I’m quiet…at a loss for words, which RARELY happens. And I’m ok with that. It feels like a bit

of a Holy hush, a holy pause….a time to listen to the Word of God speak. I truly believe our God is up to

something, Ladies.  I can’t wait to see how all of this “interruption” is for such a time as this. He knows what we

need now and in the future, and I so trust that.

 

In the meantime, make an actual phone call, or Facetime. “Connect” with people by creative means. And for

goodness sake, don’t miss investing in those right in your midst, within your own walls.  Gals, let’s use this time of

forced rest to simply be still.  Be quiet.  Stop talking. Pray. Listen.  And, if you find yourself doing more than usual

with (or for) the people under your roof, love them well.  You can do it.  Let God use you.  He wants to.

“ A t  t i m e s ,  I  m i g h t  s h u t  u p  t h e  h e a v e n s  s o  t h a t  n o  r a i n  f a l l s ,  o r  c o m m a n d
g r a s s h o p p e r s  t o  d e v o u r  y o u r  c r o p s ,  o r  s e n d  p l a g u e s  a m o n g  y o u .  T h e n  i f
m y  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  c a l l e d  b y  m y  n a m e  w i l l  h u m b l e  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  p r a y
a n d  s e e k  m y  f a c e  a n d  t u r n  f r o m  t h e i r  w i c k e d  w a y s ,  I  w i l l  h e a r  f r o m
h e a v e n  a n d  w i l l  f o r g i v e  t h e i r  s i n s  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e i r  l a n d .  M y  e y e s  w i l l  b e
o p e n  a n d  m y  e a r s  a t t e n t i v e  t o  e v e r y  p r a y e r  m a d e  i n  t h i s  p l a c e . ”

While I’m not promoting excessive screen

time, don’t forget about rightnow MEDIA.

Here’s something fun to get you started:

 

Love and prayers for you,

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/384734

At IF:Gathering 2020 we're focusing completely and entirely on the person of

Jesus. That is it. He is our hope and we need hope. In a time where our worlds

and our insides feel like they're spinning out like crazy, we want to point back,

and call us to the thing that is going to steady us - the good news that is

Jesus.  We're studying Romans 8, as it paints a different picture for our lives

than the one our current circumstances seems to hold us captive to. Let's

rediscover the freedom we have in Jesus, the way of life and peace, and the

glory that has been promised for our future. This is the hope we pray this

generation clings to.This event features biblical teaching from Jennie Allen,

Jada Edwards, Beth Moore, Bianca Olthoff, Sadie Robertson Huff, Jo Saxton,

and more.IF:Gathering exists to equip women with gospel-centered resources

and opportunities to make disciples who will then go and make disciples.

IF:Gathering 2020

Jennie Allen

Word of God Speak By MercyMe

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/384734


 

"God is with us in
our pain. No
matter where we
are, we can
always cry at the
feet of Jesus;
before the throne
of the Almighty
One who fights for
us and is on our
side."

I didn’t realize until writing this that there is quite a science behind our tears. Tears are not all made the same.

But these - these tears evoked by emotion? They actually have a different chemical makeup than the other two

types of tears our bodies produce. Research suggests that the emotional tears help balance stress hormone

levels, which helps ease our emotional pain or release and express happiness and joy.

 

This discovery led me straight to thoughts of God. When God created us, he designed us as emotional, relational

beings and with good reason. He wants us to have relationship. With Him. With others. And He wants them to be

authentic, even in sorrow.

 

With that in mind, here’s another gem. You already know this but may not have made the connection. Ready?

 

God not only gave you emotions, but He also gave you tears. Tears that are born of emotion from the authentic

place in ourselves that feels pain. In short, that means it’s okay to cry!

Impact Director
BY ANGIE COOL

It’s Okay to Cry
Have you ever laughed so hard you

cried yourself right out of your chair

and onto the floor? Been so angry

you couldn’t help crying?

Heartbroken to the point of

sobbing? Been so stricken with loss

you couldn’t stop weeping? So

extremely happy you cried tears of

joy? All of these have one thing in

common. These are called

Emotional Tears (or psychic tears).

When you feel great sorrow, loss, depression, heartbreak, disappointment, despair,

and fear, God cares so much for you that He keeps track of your tears! Hear this:

Photo Credit: Photo by Noah Grossenbacher on Unsplash

“You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your
bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.” And then, “This I know:
God is on my side!” (Psalm 56:8-9, excerpts)

David is an incredible Biblical example of a guy who had some stress in his life. If he

thought things would be all roses and butterflies after he knocked Goliath down, he

was sorely disappointed. David had lots of stress, anxiety, fear and loss in his life, even

after that victory over Goliath. It was during one of these times, when David was

captured by the Philistines, that he penned the Psalm you just read.

If I’m honest, I haven’t always trusted that God cared that much for me. What I am seeing now, as I dive into

scripture and see how God is working out his plan in my life for His glory, is that when I cry, God sees

Every.Single.Tear. He is not blind to our suffering, and even more, He loves us deeply.



 

These verses are additional encouragement as we consider how God loves us in our suffering:

 

King Hezekiah “wept bitterly to the Lord” and the Lord responded with such love saying, “I have heard your

prayer and have seen your tears.” 2 Kings 20:5

 

Right before Jesus’ death, Peter denied Jesus. When Peter realized what he had done, he “wept bitterly”

(Matthew 26:75). After Jesus rose from the grave, Jesus spent a little time with Peter. He fixed him a meal and

restored him. He even established His church through Peter (John 21).

 

God is with us in our pain. No matter where we are, we can always cry at the feet of Jesus; before the throne of

the Almighty One who fights for us and is on our side. That gives me great hope, and I hope it does for you too.

 

Our church offers places to go with our pain and to be in relationship with others. By participating in Celebrate

Recovery, GriefShare and DivorceCare, I have found this to be true - we have a great opportunity to serve one

another in this process of working through hard stuff and the mess we often make of things. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about taking steps for restoration in community with others, who like you,

have hurts, hang-ups and habits, please reach out. I can’t wait to visit with you!

Impact Director
BY ANGIE COOL

 
(Cont.)

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/120989

 

Stay connected. Be encouraged. Weekly video and an online

participant book available. Click the link below to register. To be

included in the weekly meeting group (via Zoom) please

contact  Tabby Howerton-Searcy. She will answer any questions

you may have and get you set up to participate!

 

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare. GriefShare is a

friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you

through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t have to

go through the grieving process alone.

GRIEFSHARE
NOW ONLINE!!

DivorceCare support groups are

led by people who understand

what you are going through and

want to help. Don’t go through

separation or divorce alone.

 

On-line support options are

being organized. If you are

interested in this support group,

Contact Angie Cool by emailing

 impact@lifepoint-church.com.

DIVORCECARE ONLINE
GROUPS FORMING!!

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/120989


"Collide Student

Ministry is such

an amazing

opportunity to

pour into the

lives of the youth

of our church

and community."

                                      to have a close relationship with God, or to keep Middle School students' attention?

That's a fair question, but on Wednesday nights we have been working hard on both! Collide Student

Ministry is such an amazing opportunity to pour into the lives of the youth of our church and community.

We open with some crazy (sometimes gross) games, get our hearts ready through worship, have a bible

study, then finally break out into gender-specific small groups with our incredible (and patient) adult

leaders. 

 
By Weston Baker

We have partnered with Orange XP3 Student curriculum, which has helped

guide what we teach. Currently, we are taking the parables that Jesus left

and applying them to our daily lives. We are very excited to see what God is

doing in our youth! And though we have some time before we are able to

meet again, we will continue to pray for our lovable Middle Schoolers!

 

 God Bless!

- Weston

Is it harder 



Register by: Wednesday, April 1





Keep informed
using Lifepoint's
new Mobile APP.





 

 

FRESH MOBILE PANTRY

For this month, volunteers are

by invitation only. We must

adhere to certain guidelines

and a limited number of

helpers. How can you help?

We need you to PRAY. Pray

food is available this month

and available in the months to

come. Pray for the safety of all

the workers and those who

receive. Continue to pray for

those in need. In this present

situation, needs will likely

increase.  PRAY.

No On-Site Services & Activities until further notice.
Watch services via LIVE Stream on Lifepoint's YouTube
Channel each Wednesday night and Sunday morning.


