
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0 ,  I S S U E  8

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Word from the Pastor - 1, 2

Israel Highlight - 3,  4

Spiritually Vital - 5, 6

Hope City KC - 7

Women's Ministry - 8, 9

Upcoming Events - 10-15

    - Large Group Bible Study

    - Baptism 

    -  Men's Chili Cook Off

    - The Gathering

    - Adopt-A-Family

    - HS Mission Trip             

       MG Fuge Camp

    - Mobile Food Pantry

"The new year
gives us an
opportunity for a
fresh start, and
no matter who
you are, that feels
good."
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A Word from Our Pastor
At the start of every new year, I always come back to this verse. It is such
good wisdom for us as we turn the calendar. Life is so brief. It goes by so
fast. James 4:14 says, “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a
little while and then vanishes.” The reality of that truth builds a
determination in me that makes me want to be sure that I do not waste any
days. I want to live everyday in 2020 on purpose, with the right priorities,
and with a great passion for Jesus. 

BY KEVIN SMITH
Lead Pastor

P s a l m  9 0 : 1 2  “ T e a c h  u s  t o
r e a l i z e  t h e  b r e v i t y  o f
l i f e ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  g r o w
i n  w i s d o m . ”

The new year gives us an opportunity for a
fresh start, and no matter who you are, that
feels good. Maybe 2019 was not the best for
you in your walk with God. Maybe it was
marked with failure you are not proud of or
disappointment in yourself, others, or just life
in general. Maybe for you, 2019 was a year that
you simply existed and there wasn’t enough

intentionality toward the things of God and spiritual growth. As we turn
the calendar and start fresh, I want to encourage you to commit three
things in your life to the Lord. I believe with all my heart if we do so and
truly walk out a heartfelt commitment in these areas, 2020 will be a good
year for us in our walks with God no matter what.
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(Cont.)

A Word from Our Pastor

Another translation of Psalm 90:12 says; “Teach us to

number our days.” In other words, grab every

opportunity. Don’t let days slip by and waste them.

Decide right now that you are going to live every day

on purpose, staying in step with what God wants to

do with your life. I encourage you to be asking

yourself what God wants to do through your life in

2020. He has a plan. He has ways He wants to use

you.

 

 
"Decide right now

that the basis for

your decisions is

the Word of God

and the will of

God."

 

 

 

Over the course of the coming year you will make many, many

decisions. Just one decision made without seeking the Lord and under

His leadership can take you off course in your walk with God in a very

bad way. Decide right now that you are going to seek and go by God’s

wisdom. Decide right now that the basis for your decisions is the Word of

God and the will of God. Where you and I wind up at the end of 2020 will

be greatly impacted by our decision making throughout the year. We

have many promises in God’s Word that God will faithfully guide us

throughout life in every decision. The only question that remains is

whether or not we want to be led.

not you are going to go on with Jesus. Decide right now that you are only going to let 2020 trials be used to

grow you and draw you closer to the Lord.

Commit your days to the Lord1.

2. Commit your disturbances to the Lord

There is no doubt that there will be trials of various

types that you will encounter in 2020. I encourage

you to go into 2020 with a predetermined

commitment that you are going to walk through

those trials trusting in God, come what may. Decide

right now that it is not up for debate as to whether or

3. Commit your decisions to the Lord

Let’s make 2020 the best year to date in our journey with God. Let’s give our walk with Him the attention

it deserves. 2020 can be an incredible year for Lifepoint if we, the people of Lifepoint, are intentional

about committing to God our days, our disturbances, and our decisions.  

 

Happy New Year!



 

Via Dolorosa ("Way of Grief" in Latin)

Israel Highlight
 

“Being inside the tomb

took my literal

breath. I was simply

overwhelmed and

overcome, by what

Christ did for me and

for you."

 

Perhaps like every other participant
on the tour, to say that our recent tour
of the Holy Land was beyond anything
I could ever have asked for or
imagined would be a significant
understatement, to say the least. The
trip was a gift I am extremely grateful
for.  It left a mark.
 
So, when considering the take-aways,
they are countless. I feel sure they will
continue to unravel as time moves on. 
I could elaborate on the impressive
11-mile Aqueduct that once stretched
from Caesarea to Mr. Carmel.     I could
tell you about floating in the Dead Sea,
containing 38% salt and how one truly
is buoyant in water containing that
much salt.   I would love to talk about
all of the water:   the Jordan River
where “the other side” speaks of the
Gentiles, a phrase suggesting that the 

Over the next several months, we will highlight places, items, and stories from the Holy Land trip taken in September.

I would love to tell you that even now, I have goosebumps as I recall
hearing the rooster crow as we visited the location of Peter’s denial and
betrayal of Christ.  Oh, how I’m not so unlike Peter.
 
I could tempt your taste buds with elaborate descriptions of the amazing
Mediterranean food of which we got to partake.
 
I could tell you that I appreciate so much that everything got “re-scaled”
in my mind.   It was sized down in my simple mind, it’s so much less
abstract now.  Just as the tour guide predicted, the tour of walking in the
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BY ANGIE GUTSHALL

Gospel is for everyone; the pool of Bethesda where a man of 38 years of illness witnessed enough healing in
those years to convince him to stay around long enough for his OWN healing; and the water flowing
straight out of the rock in the mountainous desert representing God’s incredible provision.   In these
moments, over and over, I felt the palpable presence of the Living Water. I could describe for you the
structures; the ingenuity in them, the immensity of them, the work of creating them.   And, I could further
tell you of seeing stone-made ritual baths and learning of their symbolic significance. I could even elaborate
about the times I came undone on the freshwater (lake) called the Sea of Galilee – Jesus walked on THIS
water, and in the dungeon where Jesus was taken before His crucifixion (to think I’ve thought I felt lonely or
isolated) and in the Garden tomb, that is EMPTY.  Being inside the tomb took my literal breath. I was simply
overwhelmed and overcome, by what Christ did for me and for you.



 

 
 

(Cont.)

Israel Highlight

 

"...the tour of walking in

the footsteps of Jesus

turned the black and

white pages of Scripture

into living color..."

As I deeply contemplated what I would share here, I continued to feel
compelled to share about what was, in fact, the very thing I least
enjoyed in the moment.
 
Via Dolorosa ("Way of Grief" in Latin) is a road in the old city of
Jerusalem, a path where Jesus was led in agony, carrying the
crucifixion cross.  There is a total of 14 stations along this path, based
on events that occurred on the way to the Golgotha hill, the site of
crucifixion, which is located at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Eight
stations are marked along the old city road, while 6 additional stations
are places in the compound of the church.   Via Dolorosa is located
within the old city of Jerusalem. It starts from the place where Jesus
was tried and convicted - near the Lions' gate on the eastern side. It
ends in the crucifixion place, Golgotha, where the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher is located in the west side of the old city.

 
footsteps of Jesus turned the black and white pages of Scripture into living
color, and I anticipate that this experience will continue to give shape to what I
continue to learn and connect going forward.

This walk during our tour was chaotic.   It was busy and noisy,
bustling with commotion. Vendors lined the cobblestone streets,
and the aroma coming from their small markets filled the stuffy
air.  It was crowded, and the vast amount of people swallowed up
our tour group.   It was so
chaotic, in fact, that individuals
got separated from our group. 
I was disappointed, somewhat
appalled.   It felt so irreverent
and lacked the intimacy that I
perceived I would feel.   The
madness, the movement, the
ignoring of the sacredness of
those spaces.

It wasn’t until later that God opened my eyes to show me the
significance of what He allowed me to experience. It was chaotic,
irreverent, at best, but nothing was ever out of control.  It was
simply going as planned.

Additionally, I speculated that the moments when Jesus carried His cross on this road through the city
weren’t so unlike these moments we experienced. He carried the cross He would be crucified on through it
all…the noise, the hustle, the aromas, and madness. 
 
Maybe some of the people were preoccupied and simply carried on with their task at hand, ignoring it
altogether.   Likely, some took notice, but were unmoved.   Yet, others, more than took notice. They paid
attention.   They were affected, moved by what they saw, enfolded into this Jesus, their Savior.   They
CHOSE to be moved by Jesus.  By the cross. 
 
The only ones that were affected by the cross where those that wanted to be.   What about today?  Is
it different? What about you?   We have a choice.



 

BY CARRIE MILLER
Worship Leader

                                                                                                                                                                and landed my first job in the
Emergency Department at University Hospital in Columbia. The ER is no place for a new grad, but during an
era of a severe nursing shortage, my interview consisted of a pulse check and a contract.
 
As an ER nurse you become obsessed with vital signs. Vitals signs are the front line indicator of a person’s
health, so in the ER we constantly monitored heart rate, blood pressure, respiratory rate and temperature. If
something started to change with any of these indicators, we knew it was time for action.
 
I no longer practice nursing, but I still use the principle of monitoring vital signs to assess my health. I’ve just
adapted the same principle to my spiritual life. I believe we can grow much in the Lord if we consistently
monitor our spiritual vital signs. How do we do that?

"It is important to

remember that on our own

it’s impossible to

accurately assess our own

spiritual health."

It is important to remember that on our own it’s impossible to
accurately assess our own spiritual health. Jeremiah tells us, “The
human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately
wicked. Who really knows how bad it is?”   Therefore, we must consult
God from the very beginning. We must ask Him to reveal the truth
about the state of our spiritual health. Our hearts will constantly be
trying to deceive us, but God will tell us the truth.

Spiritually
Vital

Ask God for Help

Mind the Gap
Scripture shows us that spiritually healthy individuals will be characterized by the fruit of the Spirit being
expressed in their lives. When it comes to assessing spiritual health, there is no fruit as important as peace.
Peace is the most sensitive indicator of spiritual health and the first to be disrupted when we start to head
down an unhealthy path. Peace is particularly useful in indicating where the “gaps” are in our lives.  By “gaps”
I mean the differences between how we portray ourselves and how we actually are. When our character
starts to lag behind what we demonstrate to the world, we feel a disturbance of peace. When we feel this
disturbance, it’s time to take action and mind the gap! How do we do that?

" Preventative medicine

can be found in scriptures

that include words like

guard, flee, run or throw

off."

Take Your Medicine
God’s Word is full of treatments for times when our peace is
disrupted. God shows us how to mind the gap with preventative
medicine. Preventative medicine can be found in scriptures that
include words like "guard," "flee," "run" or "throw off." These are
everyday practices that God gives us to steer us clear of trouble and
prevent the gaps from forming. Why not use your concordance to find
scriptures containing these kind of preventative words and start
putting the principles into practice today? This will go a long way in
maintaining spiritual health.

I graduated college with a nursing degree



 Spiritually
Vital

" Repent, then, and turn to

God, so that your sins may

be wiped out, that times of

refreshing may come from

the Lord," Acts 3:19

(Cont.)

Take Your Medicine

"No matter how much we are struggling in
our spiritual health, we are never beyond
the healing hands of our Lord."

God also shows us how to mind the gap with prescriptive medicine.  Prescriptive medicine is used when our
peace has been disturbed in some way and we need help restoring it. Words like "demolish," "take captive,"
"help" or "pray" might help you find scriptures that specifically address how to restore your loss of peace.

"When our spiritual health is in

critical condition, restoration

can be found if we surrender

and allow God to reach in and

remove what is threatening our

lives."

Sometimes we find ourselves in such critical condition that we
are beyond preventative or prescriptive measures. When that
happens, God may need to perform surgery. When sin has
deeply invaded our hearts or we are experiencing extremely
difficult life circumstances, we need to allow God to surgically
remove what is destroying our spiritual health. God does
surgery through confession, repentance and forgiveness. When
our spiritual health is in critical condition, restoration can be
found if we surrender and allow God to reach in and remove
what is threatening our lives.   Surgery can be painful, but it can
save lives.

No matter how much we are struggling in our spiritual health, we are never beyond the healing hands of our
Lord. He is our great restorer and His Word is full of medicine for the soul. Trust Him, seek His treatment
and be well.



 

“At Lifepoint,

“WeGo” isn’t

just a catchy

slogan, it’s a call

to leverage our

lives for the

greater good of

the Kingdom of

God."

 

BY MARK SCHNEIDER
Next Generation Pastor

In August of 2019, Lifepoint Church made its first outreach
ministry visit to Hope City KC, an inner city ministry located at
the intersection of 24th and Van Brunt in Kansas City. This initial
group of roughly 30 volunteers served lunch and ministered to
the homeless in Kansas City marking the beginning of a
collaboration in ministry that we hope lasts long into the future.

Jesus who is the King of Social Justice said in Luke 18, “that we are to cry
out night and day for justice to come to the earth.”  Hope City is located in
one of Kansas City’s toughest neighborhoods known for high gang
violence, murder, and poverty.   Daily we are confronted with real life
scenarios where those who have been marginalized by society are forced
into desperate situations.

While it can be easy as believers to look at the fallen nature of
the world around us and throw our hands up in despair, Hope
City’s directors, Ray and Lisa Stribling took a different approach.

Lisa and Ray set up a mission in the heart of one of the most notorious neighborhoods in Kansas City and
began opening their doors to those in need of a hot meal, a warm bed, and the hope of Christ. They have
been ministering to the needs of the people there since 2005.
 
From the Hope City KC website: Hope City is a house of prayer and community center that seeks to bring social
justice to the inner city of Kansas City through 24/7 prayer and missions. From the place of prayer a Community
Center feeds the hungry, the Trade-Off-Program helps the addicts, the Youth Program is provided for at-risk kids,
and internships equip men and women to minister in the inner city.

We are given the opportunity to show the love of Jesus in word and deed
and bring HOPE to the city.   We see the life changing power of God’s love
and presence working everyday.

As you prepare to begin a new year, I challenge you to take an inventory of the blessings that God has given
you. Luke 12:48 says, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and from the one

who has been entrusted with much, even more will be
expected.” Although the inner-city of Kansas City may look
very different from our homes in Chillicothe, the same
issues of hunger, poverty, despair and addiction affect all of
us. At Lifepoint, “WeGo” isn’t just a catchy slogan, it’s a call
to leverage our lives for the greater good of the Kingdom of
God. I encourage you to step out of your comfort zone and
join us on one of our mini “mission trips” to Hope City. You
just might find that it’s you who are blessed by the
experience.
 
Blessings,

HOPE CITY KC
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BY ANGIE GUTSHALL

Happy New Year!  
I pray that you had a wonderful holiday season and are now looking forward to what God wants to do in
the new year ahead!  I think we would all agree that January is a great time of year to evaluate, reset and
reboot. In the coming weeks, I specifically challenge you to assess rebooting your schedule and ask
yourself if you might need to carve out some margin.  Using the theme from the recent women’s Encounter
Retreat as a springboard, I offer these thoughts to consider.
 
At the retreat, we discussed how Scripture is very clear about the topic of busyness and Sabbath rest and
how our Savior desires for us to Breathe.  If we don’t make a deliberate effort to appropriately allocate how
we spend ourselves, we will max out.   We will max out our schedule, our energy, our finances, and so on. 
Therefore, what is happening is that we are foregoing some of God’s gifts to us because we have no
margin, no breathing room.  We are missing peace and being robbed of joy, and our minds are a battlefield
because we never let our minds rest.   We sacrifice good times with our families and sacrifice our family’s
peace because we are allowing ourselves to be preoccupied in our minds.  

I  a m  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  K i n g .    I  a m  c h o s e n .    I
a m  r o y a l t y .    A l l  m y  d a y s  a r e  w r i t t e n .    I  s h a l l

n o t  b e  m o v e d  b e c a u s e  I  a m  H I S .    I  b e l o n g .

Busyness has become a badge of honor.  It “proves” to our peers that we are cultured
and raising well-rounded children who can sing, dance, play a sport…fill in the blank. 
In case there’s any doubt, it’s documented on FB and IG. Gals, busyness is not a
spiritual gift and is not the life God intended for His children. We simply cannot be
swept away in the cultural stopwatch.   We must admit this to ourselves.   It’s as if
we’ve trained ourselves to live and thrive in chaos and constant going.   The more we
lean into busy the less we lean on the Holy Spirit, and we try to do so much out of our
own strength.   Trying to do life in our own strength makes us sloppy and forgetful,
keeps us from tending to our hearts, robs productivity, and steals contentment. The
world will tell us to drink from a well other than Jesus.

“The world

will tell us to

drink from a

well other

than Jesus."

 

Here are a few practical tools and disciplines for doing life the way God intended that will set you on your
way to keeping your well full.

Practice daily spiritual disciplines:
                          Bible Reading
                          Prayer
                          Corporate Worship on Sundays
                          Small group Bible Study
                          Alone time with God (Sabbath Rest)
                          Practicing contentment



  

 Women's Ministry
(Cont.)

Find regular, consistent silence and solitude during each day
                         
                          

Block out all outside voices and interactions so that we can focus on
God. Silence is abstaining from speech so that we can listen to God’s
words to us. Staying tethered to Father God is the simplest way to be
sure we are living the life God intended.
                          

Create Sabbath rest
                         
                          

Don’t stress over the stipulations.   Just ask God what rest can look like
in your season. It’s different for all of us.   It doesn’t even have to be
Sunday.                          

When choosing things for your schedule, ask yourself these questions:
                         
                          

Does this matter in terms of eternity?
Have I prayed about it?
Am I doing this from my head or from my heart?

Creating space looks like date night with no business talk, eating meals as a family (around the table, not the
drive-thru), a walk on a gravel road, being able to give when you see needs, giving time to a friend who needs
you to listen.   Or, what about this?  Can you quit laundry for a day? Use paper plates just one meal?  Take a
break from social media?  Not make a to-do list for a day?  Simply, ask God to show you what He desires for
your time.  He is so faithful to lead us when we are willing to be led.
 
Here are some questions to get you started toward discovering if you need to make some adjustments to
your schedule and where.

What will you do about it if you assess your schedule and discover that you are, in
fact, over-busy…over-scheduled?      
Are you maxing out your energy level?  Your schedule?
What do you need to say “no” to? Do you need to assess your best “yesses?” 
Maybe you’re just busy with the wrong things?     
How are you doing on the daily disciplines of your faith journey and maintaining
your personal relationship with God? 
What can you do to improve in this area?    
Could you be missing the life and blessings that God has for you because you are
simple surviving and not thriving?  If so, how?

I would also like to suggest this study by Sandra Stanley to help you create breathing room in your schedule,
your finances, and your relationships.  
 
Click here to find it on 

Let's start the year off right! Looking forward to 2020 with you,

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/364772


We need men to bring their best
bragging rights chili. This will be a
contest where everyone attending will
participate in selecting the winner.
Crock-pot size will be sufficient. Prize
given to the winner. Sign-up at the
Welcome Desk, both if you are bringing
chili and if you are attending. Deadline is
Sunday, January 5.

Please return completed form to the bucket at
the Welcome Desk.



Thank you, Lifepoint Church!   You were the hands
and feet of Jesus to so many this Christmas!

Thank You!
Approximately 37 individuals had a
special Christmas and received gifts
because of your generosity.
Additionally, 75 baskets of produce,
canned goods, and a Christmas meal
were delivered. Thank you to those
that volunteered to assemble the
meal baskets and also to those that
delivered them. Thank you for
following Christ’s example and for
being a blessing to these families.
Our prayer is that they feel and know
the love God has for them because of
these gifts.
 
A special thank you to the students
at Chillicothe High School for their
generous donation of over 5,000
items to Lifepoint’s   food pantry. 
This donation helped us be a blessing
to these families at Christmas, as
well as helped stock the food pantry
for the coming months.   It was a
blessing all around!





 

 

How can you pray for the Mobile Pantry?
Luke 12:48 says, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and from
the one who has been entrusted with much, even more will be expected.” Pray that our hearts

remain steadfast helping those in need. Pray that those in need hear of this ministry and

find relief with their physical and spiritual needs. 

FRESH MOBILE PANTRY

If you are able to help with the Fresh

Mobile Pantry, list your name, phone

number, and note "Fresh Mobile

Pantry" on the Connection Card and

drop it off at the We.Go Center.

Volunteers meet at 9:15am at the

church property, located at 100

Central Ave, Wednesday, January 8.

We need help bagging food,

distributing items, controlling traffic,

and praying for those in need.

www.lifepoint-church.com

lifepointchurchchillicothe

KTTN & KCHI

Website:

Facebook:

Radio Stations:

WEATHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

For all church cancellations, check the following  for weather announcements:

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES
9:00am & 10:45am

Please Join Us!


